
STUDENT VERSION

AMERICA THEN AND NOW – INTERPRETING  
CHANGES IN DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

Activity Items
The following items are part of this activity and appear at the end of this student version.

• Item 1: Five Most Populated States Infographic

• Item 2: Racial and Ethnic Diversity Infographic

• Item 3: Education Infographic

• Item 4: Earnings Infographic

• Item 5: Top Industries Infographic

• Item 6: Housing Infographic

• Item 7: Marital Status Infographic

• Item 8: Additional Infographic Information

Student Learning Objectives
• I will be able to analyze infographics to describe details of American life in 1940 and 2010.

• I will be able to identify changes in American life between 1940 and 2010 and make inferences about 
what caused them.

• I will be able to identify how U.S. Census Bureau methodologies have changed over time and explain why.
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NAME:                DATE:       

Part 1 – Analyze Infographics
1. Imagine you were a high school student in 1940. Predict ways that your life would be different from the 

one you lead today.

2. Review the infographics in Items 1–7 and then write at least five observations and/or questions about any 
of the data.

3. Use Item 1 to rank the states based on their populations.

a. List the states that were most populous, from largest to smallest, in 1940.

b. List the states that were most populous, from largest to smallest, in 2010.  

http://www.census.gov/schools
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4. Still looking at the data in Item 1, toward which regions did the population shift from 1940 to 2010? What 
social, economic, or political factors could explain this shift?

5. To answer the following questions, imagine you were a leader in one of the most populous states in 2010. 

a. What are some of the benefits of being one of the most populous states? Consider social, economic, 
and political benefits as you explain your answer. 

b. What are some of the challenges of being one of the most populous states? Consider social, economic, 
and political challenges as you explain your answer.

6. In December 1941, the United States entered World War II. How did the nation’s entrance into 
the war affect U.S. industries and the economy? Support your answer with evidence from your 
background knowledge.

7. How do you think the United States’ entrance into World War II affected household income? 
Explain your answer.  

http://www.census.gov/schools


CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS HISTORY | PAGE 3

AMERICA THEN AND NOW – INTERPRETING  
CHANGES IN DEMOGRAPHIC DATA STUDENT VERSION

8. Refer to Item 8 to answer the following questions.

a. How did the Census Bureau’s questions about race and ethnicity change between 1940 and 2010? 

b. How did the Census Bureau’s questions about marital status change between 1940 and 2010?

9. Why do you think the Census Bureau’s questions about race and ethnicity and marital status changed 
from 1940 to 2010? 

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Part 2 – Write Your Own Questions About the Infographics 

1. Choose a partner. Write your partner’s full name here: ____________________________________________

2. Each select a different infographic from Items 2–7 and write four questions about yours that require 
critical analysis of the data. On another sheet of paper, write the answers to those questions. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

3. Copy your partner’s questions below and then answer them.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

4. Share and discuss the answers with your partner.  

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 1: Five Most Populated States Infographic

www.census.gov/1940census/pdf/then-and-now-8.5x11.pdf

Click on the link above and navigate to Page 2. 

http://www.census.gov/schools
https://www.census.gov/1940census/pdf/then-and-now-8.5x11.pdf
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Item 2: Racial and Ethnic Diversity Infographic

www.census.gov/1940census/pdf/then-and-now-8.5x11.pdf

Click on the link above and navigate to Page 2.  

http://www.census.gov/schools
https://www.census.gov/1940census/pdf/then-and-now-8.5x11.pdf
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Item 3: Education Infographic

www.census.gov/1940census/pdf/then-and-now-8.5x11.pdf

Click on the link above and navigate to Page 3. 

http://www.census.gov/schools
https://www.census.gov/1940census/pdf/then-and-now-8.5x11.pdf


CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS HISTORY | PAGE 8

AMERICA THEN AND NOW – INTERPRETING  
CHANGES IN DEMOGRAPHIC DATA STUDENT VERSION

Item 4: Earnings Infographic

Note: This item compares all jobs, not like jobs. Since women dominated lower paying fields, such as nursing, 
retail, and education, the overall wages of women were lower than those of men.

www.census.gov/1940census/pdf/then-and-now-8.5x11.pdf

Click on the link above and navigate to Page 3. 

http://www.census.gov/schools
https://www.census.gov/1940census/pdf/then-and-now-8.5x11.pdf
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Item 5: Top Industries Infographic

www.census.gov/1940census/pdf/then-and-now-8.5x11.pdf

Click on the link above and navigate to Page 3.  

http://www.census.gov/schools
https://www.census.gov/1940census/pdf/then-and-now-8.5x11.pdf
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Item 6: Housing Infographic

www.census.gov/1940census/pdf/then-and-now-8.5x11.pdf

Click on the link above and navigate to Page 4.

http://www.census.gov/schools
https://www.census.gov/1940census/pdf/then-and-now-8.5x11.pdf
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Item 7: Marital Status Infographic

www.census.gov/1940census/pdf/then-and-now-8.5x11.pdf

Click on the link above and navigate to Page 4.

http://www.census.gov/schools
https://www.census.gov/1940census/pdf/then-and-now-8.5x11.pdf


CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS HISTORY | PAGE 12

AMERICA THEN AND NOW – INTERPRETING  
CHANGES IN DEMOGRAPHIC DATA STUDENT VERSION

Item 8: Additional Infographic Information 

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 8: Additional Infographic Information (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 8: Additional Infographic Information (Continued)
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